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What’s New in

Wantagh

From the classroom to 
the community, students 
throughout the Wantagh 
School District are 
continuing to achieve at 
high levels. The 2021-2022 
school year has seen dozens 
of students, from elementary 
to high school, recognized 
for their academic success, 
their artistic talents and their 
exemplary character. 

Two Wantagh High 
School students received 
accolades for their writing. 
Senior Jennifer Rosen’s 
paper for her Advanced 
Placement Research class on 
the “Karen” meme internet 
trend was published in the 
Journal of Student Research, 
high school edition. Nora 
Toscano, a junior, won 
a Gold Key award in the 
Scholastic Arts & Writing 
competition for a short story 
she wrote. 

Students continue to 
shine in the arts. Each art 
teacher in the district was 
invited to submit three 

pieces of student artwork 
into the 2022 All-County 
Art Show. The virtual 
exhibit is sponsored by the 
Art Supervisors Association, 
and 24 Wantagh students 
have their work featured 
this year. Additionally, two 
fifth graders from Forest 
Lake Elementary School 
had pieces submitted into 
the New York State Art 
Teachers Association’s 2022 
Legislative Exhibit.

High school photography 
student Brooke Bellia had 
a picture selected into The 
Art Guild’s “Into the Light” 
photography competition 
and exhibition. The senior 
also earned a third-place 
award in the student 
category. 

In science, an exemplary 
performance at the Nassau 
East regional tournament by 
the Science Olympiad team 
earned them a return trip to 
the state finals. 

Wantagh students 
continue to demonstrate 

good character and set a 
positive example. An annual 
tradition at Mandalay 
Elementary School is the 
presentation of perseverance 
awards to children who 
show determination and 
grit. This year, 28 students 
received the award. The 
varsity football team received 
a pair of community service 
awards for their work 
with the Wantagh-based 
John Theissen Children’s 
Foundation.  

At Wantagh Middle 
School, students have 
enjoyed success in several 

school-based competitions. 
While the geography bee is 
no longer a national event, 
the school continues to 
host an internal contest 
with questions about the 
United States and the 
world. Cupcake Wars is 
the culminating event in 
the Ultimate Chef class, 
with middle school teachers 
invited to select the winning 
design. The Business 
Management class held its 
Shark Tank Challenge for 
students to create and be 
judged on their own business 
ideas. 

A Year of Achievement A Year of Achievement 
for Wantagh StudentS



Nora Toscano was recognized with a Gold Key award in the Scholastic Arts & Writing 
competition. The winning piece was her short story, “Young Adult.” She submitted 
it to the Scholastic Arts contest with the help of her 10th grade English teacher and 
newspaper adviser, Kathleen Flynn. 

“It’s really satisfying to win this award,” Nora said. “Creative writing is so important to 
me. It’s something I am very passionate about.”

Nora received honorable mention in last year’s contest, so this year’s Gold Key award 
represents her progression as a writer. She now advances in the competition and will 
compete for a National Medalist prize.  

Wantagh High School seniors 
Amanda Amato, Christina 
Patmanidis and Sarah Rende were 
each awarded the Jim Plummer 
Memorial Scholarship by the New 
York Mets. 

The scholarship covers the cost of 
credits for one college-level course 
taken at Wantagh High School 
through LIU Post. For Amanda, 
Christina and Sarah, that will be 
their college English class with 
teacher Tracy Nieves. Recipients of 
the scholarship were selected based 
on academic merit. 

Forest Lake Elementary School fifth graders 
Carolina Ghitta and Nina Kurz had pieces 
selected for the 2022 Legislative Student Art 
Exhibit, sponsored by the New York State Art 
Teachers Association. 

Caroline and Nina’s art teacher is Laura 
Capozzi. The 32nd annual Legislative Exhibit is 
the flagship event for Youth Art Month and the 
association’s largest public display of student 
artwork. This year’s show is virtual. 

After five months of cooking and 
baking, students in the Ultimate Chef 
classes at Wantagh Middle School were 
fired up for their final challenge of the 
semester. The team of Kaitlyn Clark, 
Bella Hrzich and Shannon Udell won the 
Cupcake Wars challenge, which brings 
together all of the culinary skills they 
learned.

This year’s theme was games, and 
the winning team based their cupcakes 
on the card game Uno. Each entry had 
to include at least 12 cupcakes. Middle 
school staff were invited to cast a vote 
either by stopping in to see the display 
or viewing the pictures provided by 
family and consumer science teacher 
Valerie Gompers through Google Forms. 

Physical education has always 
been a favorite class for Wantagh 
High School seniors Lyla Buscemi 
and Drew Palladino. They were 
chosen as the 2022 recipients of the 
Nassau Zone Outstanding Student 
Award, presented by the New York 
State Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance.

Two students, one male and 
one female, are selected each year 
from every high school who best 
exemplify their understanding of the 
New York State learning standards 
for health and physical education. 
Lyla and Drew were chosen for the 
award by teachers in Massapequa 
High School’s physical education 

department for exhibiting physically 
active lifestyles; valuing healthy 
choices; demonstrating responsible 
personal and social behavior 
including good character, citizenship 
and sportsmanship; showing 
leadership; and being positive 
influences on their peers.

Lyla is president of the Physical 
Education Leaders Club, which 
hosts blood drives and yoga nights, 
along with ongoing fundraisers for 
breast cancer awareness, research 
and patient support. This fall, she 
was a captain for the girls varsity 
soccer team. Drew is a football and 
basketball captain, and will be 
playing lacrosse in the spring. 

A creative photo of a friend turned into an award-winning venture for Wantagh High School senior 
Brooke Bellia. A picture for her Advanced Placement Photography class, “Euphoria,” was accepted into The 
Art Guild’s “Into the Light” photography competition and exhibition, earning third place in the student 
category. 

Brooke is focusing on portrait photography for her AP exam portfolio. Earlier in the winter she did a 
photo shoot at her home, with a friend serving as the subject as a forest elf. Her work was displayed for 
three weeks at The Art Guild’s Gallery in Manhasset and her award included a $50 prize.
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Paul McHale

Eighth Grader Wins Geography Bee
When Wantagh Middle School eighth grader Paul McHale correctly 

answered “Vermont” as the lone New England state that doesn’t border the 
Atlantic Ocean, he was crowned the winner of the annual Geography Bee.

Two dozen students, who won preliminary rounds in their social 
studies classes, advanced to the finals in the library on Jan. 13. In the 
double-elimination competition, students tested their knowledge of states, 
countries and continents. Each round had a different theme, and it took 12 
rounds to decide a winner. 

Eighth grader Colin Calabro, who competed against Paul in the finals, 
was the second-place finisher and seventh grader Mathew Rudnicki came 
in third.

The Wantagh High School 
football team continues to shine on 
and off the field. Not only did the 
team advance to the conference 
semifinals in the fall 2021 season, 
the players were also recognized for 
their community service work with 
two awards. 

The Warriors were presented with 
the Community Service Award at 
the Nassau County football dinner 
following the season. Coach Keith 
Sachs said that the award, given 

by the Nassau County High School 
Football Coaches Association, 
was in recognition of the team’s 
longstanding partnership with the 
John Theissen Children’s Foundation. 

Every October, members of the 
varsity football team volunteer their 
time at the foundation’s annual 
Freaky 5K race in the community. 
This year, players got to work several 
hours before the race began by 
marking the course and setting 
up refreshment stations along the 

route. During the 5K, they handed 
out water and candy to the runners 
and gathered at the end to cheer 
participants as they crossed the finish 
line.   

Most recently, the football team 
was named the recipient of the 
Community Service Award from the 
Nassau County Chapter of the New 
York State Athletic Administrators 
Association. The team will be 
recognized at a luncheon on June 10 
at Westbury Manor. 

Wantagh Football Scores Community Service Awards

The annual Perseverance Awards 
were presented at Mandalay 
Elementary School. This year, 28 
students received the recognition 
that demonstrates their never-
quit attitudes. Each classroom, 
special area and supportive service 
teacher selected a student who best 
demonstrated perseverance during 
the first half of the 2021-2022 
school year.  

Students were recognized 
during the morning 
announcements and invited 
to the lobby where they were 
presented with their certificates. The 
Perseverance Awards read, “When 

things get tough, you step up your 
game and push on through!” 

Congratulations to Michael 
Antonette, Nicholas Antonette, 
Victoria Barretta, Samuel Currier, 
Gia Cusumano, Skylar Davis, Jenna 
DiTroia, David Garofalo, Molly 
Higbee, Jack Humphrey, Jack 
Kearney, Gerry Keogan, Aubrey 
Lee, Aiden MacDermott, Sophia 
Martinez, Taylor Mekeel, Khloe 
Mora, Victoria Papazis, Declan 
Reinhart, Madison Rezek, Averie 
Rissland, Eloise Rushforth, Noelle 
Sileo, John Sternberg, Thomas 
Stivali, Noah Tchaikowitz, Luciana 
Vaccaro and Thomas Zanca. 

Mandalay Presents Perseverance Award

Noah Tchaikowitz

Luciana Vaccaro

Wantagh High School senior Jennifer 
Rosen had her Advanced Placement Research 
paper on the “Karen” meme internet trend 
published in the Journal of Student Research, 
high school edition.

Jennifer took AP Research as a junior, the 
second course in the AP Capstone program. 
Her paper focused on the trend of memes and 
videos posted on social media of outraged 
individuals. She researched the career and 
legal consequences faced by the “Karens” 
following the release of video content and 
subsequent memes.  

Jennifer took AP Research with teachers 
Heather Jones and Heather Naughton and 
was also mentored by two professors from 
Stony Brook University, who helped her 
navigate the publishing process.

Senior’s AP Research 
Paper Gets Published

Jennifer Rosen

Business Students Make 
a Successful Pitch

Eighth graders in the Business 
Management class at Wantagh Middle 
School participated in the Shark Tank 
Challenge, a competition inspired by the hit 
TV show. Business education teacher Nancy 
O’Connor said that students had to come 
up with a business name, concept, logo, 
slogan, commercial and website. The young 
entrepreneurs also had to complete industry, 
financial, competitive and SWOT analyses. 

The first-place winners were Danny 
Donahue and Luca Valentino for their business, 
Taste of Success. Coming in second were 
Reese McCarthy, Jenna Ramacca and Emma 
Speed for Luxe Pillow, and third place went to 
Analise Keym for CupA. Judges were from the 
Wantagh Chamber of Commerce and Junior 
Achievement. 



Wantagh Elementary 
School STEAM teacher 
Kaitlin Humphrey has 
been accepted into the 
New York State Master 
Teacher program, which 
will provide her with 
additional professional 
development opportunities 
as well as connections with 
educators across the state. 
Ms. Humphrey was one 
of 230 teachers, including 
only 55 elementary 
teachers, selected for the 
program this year.

This is Ms. Humphrey’s 

sixth year in Wantagh. 
She was the district’s first 
STEAM teacher in 2016. 
Her classroom is filled 
with materials that may 
not seem typical for a 
regular classroom, such as 
Legos and robots. 

 The decision to 
pursue the Master 
Teacher designation, Ms. 
Humphrey explained, 
stemmed from her desire 
to constantly improve 
the STEAM program. 
She will now get to take 
advantage of a wider range 

of workshops and training 
sessions. Master Teachers 
must do 50 hours a year of 
professional development. 

Ms. Humphrey will 
be a part of the program 
for four years, which 
locally is hosted by Stony 
Brook University. The 
extensive application 
process required a detailed 
résumé, interviews, 
a writing sample, an 
original presentation and 
recommendations from 
administrators and fellow 
teachers. 

Through the district’s valuable 
partnership with the Wantagh 
Foundation for Educational Excellence, 
teachers have the opportunity to apply 
for mini-grants for innovative programs 
and activities.

So far this year, nine teachers have 
been awarded mini-grants by the 
foundation. These awards were presented 
at the November and January Board of 
Education meetings. Congratulations to: 

Christen Bellucci, Wantagh Middle 
School, field trip to the Stony Brook 
University Biotechnology Teaching Lab.

Angela Bufflaino-Morgan, Mandalay 
Elementary School, math lab resources 
for hands-on activities.

Colleen Conway, Forest Lake 
Elementary School, Writer’s Workshop 
resources for students to write and 
illustrate their own books.

Dr. Kimberly Davis, Wantagh Middle 
School/High School, creation of a theater 
and drama resource library.

Kara Desson, Wantagh Middle 
School, creation of a student-run coffee 
cart for the life skills program. 

Kaitlin Humphrey, Wantagh 

Elementary School, purchase of supplies 
to support and expand coding and 
robotics program.

Kara Pearlstein, Wantagh High 
School, purchase of materials used for 
chemistry experiments.

Valarie Sebastiano, Wantagh High 
School, field trip to Dolan DNA 
Learning Center at Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory. 

Michelle Zipfel, Forest Lake 
Elementary School, purchase of various 
nonfiction and fiction books for Reader’s 
Workshop.

STEAM Educator Named

Mini-Grant RecipientsMini-Grant Recipients
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